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Summary:

While Americans' views about gay people have shifted dramatically in the past few decades, new
research shows that positive attitudes toward homosexuals are becoming more common in other
countries, too, like Singapore, where the increasing visibility of gay people seems to be helping to
move the needle.

A nationally representative survey in the Southeast Asian city-state found that in 2005, 68.6 percent
of adults had negative attitudes toward gay people, while 22.9 percent had positive views and 8.5
percent were neutral. By 2010, fewer adults in Singapore had negative attitudes towards
homosexuals (64.5 percent), while more expressed positive attitudes (25.3 percent) or were neutral
(10.2 percent), the survey found.

"As more Singaporeans come into contact with gay people and with the rising availability of films
and television programmes with gay characters via cable television, local cinemas and the Internet,
it seems possible that there will be a more significant shift in attitudes towards gays and lesbians
over time," researcher Shirley Ho, of Singapore's NTU, said. The research was detailed in the Asian
Journal of Social Psychology at the end of last month.



